Isolation of malignant cells from human bone marrow using a discontinuous Percoll gradient.
A technique for examining relatively large volumes of bone marrow for involvement by malignancy is described. The use of discontinuous Percoll gradients offers no advantage over conventional methods in the diagnosis of hematological malignancy. Its usefulness in detecting infiltration by solid tumor is uncertain. Complete exclusion of malignancy from the fraction containing hematologic stem cells in three patients raises the possibility that this technique is a useful adjunct to other methods of marrow purging before autologous marrow rescue in malignant disease.